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Nice Roads, But What About The Jobs? 


(LITTLE BUFFALO, ALBERTA) Late 
last month the Lubicon Nation left 
negotiations with the Canadian 
government because of a take-it-or- 
leave-it proposal from the government 
which wouldn’t provide adequate 
amounts of money for community 
programs and economic development. 

The Lubicon Cree entered into 
talks and reached a tentative 
agreement late last year with Alberta 
Premier Don Getty, only after they 
declared sovereignty, set up block¬ 
ades across roads accessing their 
land, and, after the arrest of 27 
members and supporters. The agree¬ 
ment, which would give approximately 
95 square miles of land in Northern 
Alberta to the Band as a reserve, still 
has to be negotiated with Ottawa. 

Negotiation failed Jan. 24 when it 
became clear that although the 
government was talking about 
community programs and facilities like 
day care and an old peoples home, 
they were unwilling to provide concrete 
funding towards this. The government 
was also unwilling to provide 
approximately $167 million in 
compensation to the Nation for the 
billions of dollars of oil pumped out of 
their land since the early seventies. 
Bernard Ominayak, chief of the 
Lubicon Nation, stated "We don’t want 
to build a community where people are 
going to have nice houses but remain 
on welfare”. 


Federal spokesperson Ken 
Colby suggested that the Nation sign 
a partial agreement which would 
exclude the matter of compensation, 
after which the Nation could take 
Canada to court for the rest. The 
Lubicon Nation, however, doesn’t 
recognize Canadian courts, and 
Ottawa knows that, nor are they 
willing to sign an agreement which 
essentially guarantees nothing. 

The issue has been presented 
as a matter of “the taxpayers money”, 
however one must bear in mind that 
over 5 billion dollars in resources 
have been stolen from Lubicon land, 
for which the Nation has received 


The Toronto Autonomy Centre, 
243 Augusta Street, is now open as a 
reading room Tuesdays to Saturday, 
noon to eight. It is available at no 
chargefor small group meetings of an 
anarchist/social change nature; to 
arrange this call the Anarchist 
Hotline, 536-2514, and leave a 
message if nobody’s home. Entrance 
to the second-floor centre is through 
the rear; tor reach the entrance, go 
through the alleyway just north of 
Netanel’s Clothing Store. Call the 
hotline for information on film nights, 
free stores, parties and other act¬ 
ivities at the Centre. And remember, 

I we rely on financial contributions 


nothing, whereas the government has 
profited from the theft in tax dollars. 
The only real waste of taxpayers’ 
money, as Ominayak put it, is paying 
someone like Ken Colby. 

No new talks have been planned. 
In a press statement Jan. 31, 
Ominayak stated that they are “left with 
no alternative but to once again start 
considering other alternatives for 
defending ourselves and protecting 
our vital interests”, but before acting on 
the ground will be seeking to meet with 
the Provincial Government to discuss 
“this increasingly difficult and 
dangerous situation”. 


from the anarchist community to keep 
it open. Those contributions aren’t 
really coming in yet, so if you ever want 
to use the centre, send yours! 



Squatters take aim. See page 3 
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BASF Lockout 


(GEISMAR, LA) We’ve had a call for 
solidarity from Chemical workers in 
Geismar Louisiana, who are now in 
their fourth year of fighting back 
against the longest running lock-out of 
workers in the US. The company, 
BASF, issued a set of impossible 
demands back in 1984, such as 
slashing wages and benefits, 
destruction of the seniority system, 
and giving the company the right to 
replace any union workers with 
“contract” labour at any time for any 
reason. BASF’s Geismar plant is the 
largest of its facilities in North America 
and accounts for half the company’s 
profits. The union has been making 
alliances with environmentalists, 


because the company is reknowned 
for environmental terrorism. 

BASF was created by the 
Nuremburg Courts to break up the IG 
Farben cartel that had been running 
since the late 1800’s. During the first 
World War, the company grew rich 
from munitions manufacture and 
poison gases. During the twenties 
and thirties, they grew strong with the 
Nazis. Before Germany would invade 
an area, IG Farben would make 
chemical companies there very low 
buyout offers. If they were refused, 
they’d simply wait for the invasion and 
take them anyways. They also built a 
huge production plant by Aushwitz, 
and had a slave labour pool from the 


Around Toronto 


NOT A HANDFUL OF EXTREM¬ 
ISTS: A rally commemorating the 
police murder of Michael Wade 
Lawson was held Jan. 28 in 
Mississauga with approximately 500 
participants. The rally was proof that 
despite the racist statements and 
suggestions made by cops that only a 
handful of irresponsible radicals were 
angry about the killing, there is more 
widespread anger throughout the 
Black (and other) communities than 
the cops want to think. 

DEFENDING THE CLINICS: About 
40 people showed up at 6:30 am to 
defend the Morgentaler clinic on the 
first anniversary of the Supreme 
Court decision on abortion. Although 
anti-choice people were rumoured to 
be planning an attack they didn’t 
show, but in the event of future 


attacks defense will be needed (see 
Ecomedia #44). Get in touch with 
OCAC to volunteer at 969-8463 and 
tell them you heard about it here. 

PSYCHIATRY PSUCKS: Anti¬ 
psychiatry activists attempted to 
disrupt a conference of “doctors” at 
the downtown Sheraton Centre Jan. 
28 which included a closed-door 
session on “What Do Folks Think of 
Shrinks”. Former victims of these 
“doctors”, wearing “psychiatry kills” 
shirts and a bloody lab coat, 
gathered to let them know how they 
really feel about shrinks. Phoenix 
Rising, an anti-psychiatry 
magazine, has a new address, at 
Box 165, Stn A, Toronto Ont. M5W 
1B2, or phone (416) 465-3883 for 
more information. 
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concentration camp next to it. Of the 
300,000 people who worked at it, 
25,000 died on the job. The rest worked 
about 3 months and were sent to a 
death camp. 

In 1946, Otto Ambros, director of 
that plant, and 11 other executives 
were found guilty of mass murder, 
slavery, imprisonment and other war 
crimes. None hung, few did time, and 
they didn’t lose power. From 1971 to 
1979 Deiter Ambros, son of Otto, 
served as head of BASF in North 
America. Early in the 70’s the son of a 
corporate vice-president operated as 
an open Neo-Nazi at at leastone BASF 
plant. He was protected by 
management until direct action by 
workers drove him out. After this 
confrontation the plant manager 
confirmed that neo-Nazi-ism was 
common among the corporation’s 
highest executives. 

The locked out workers need 
solidarity. If you want to help pressure 
BASF, boycott their products. They 
make audio tapes, video tapes, 
computer diskettes, Lurotin vitamins, 
and Alugard anti-freeze, all of which 
are easy to replace with other products 
if you actually need them.(Industrial 
Worker,V.86 No.1) 
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Political Thugs/Political Police 


(AMSTERDAM) Late last year a group 
which claims to be the “political wing of 
the squatter’s movement” trashed the 
offices of Frontline Info, a Dutch Eco- 
media contact. They also were respon¬ 
sible for destroying other squat bars 
and cafes, a wimmins info centre and 
other groups offices. People active in 
these groups have been intimidated, 
threatened, robbed and beaten. 
Attacks on cafes and people were 
repeated while the anti-parliamentary 
left in Amsterdam struggled to cope 
with these traitors in their midst. 

The group seems to be attacking 
activists because they seek to “break 
down the old movement, and to build 
up, in the ruins of the old movement, a 
new, purified movement.” They want to 
cleanse the movement of any they 
view as traitors, starting with any 
people that talk under interrogation. 


Although their hard-line on people 
was destructive rather than 
constructive, they did remain part of 
the movement and were involved in 
opening up a new squat cafe in the 
suburbs. However they took 
exception to a wimmin-only event 
happening there, saying it was 
supposedly sectarianism on the part 
of the wimmin, and took over the 
squat, evicting the majority of its 
members. When the others took 
back the cafe, the real violence 
started, and since then they have 
been busy attacking anyone they 
can. The rest of the movement, after 
several counter-attacks on the 
vehicles used to transport the groups 
members, have isolated the group 
from any participation with them. 

Holland has long been the scene 
of a growing resistance movement 


which grew out of the squatters 
movement and is disrupting busi¬ 
nesses engaged in South Africa. It has 
done this with a variety of methods, but 
most notably their use of sabotage 
against multinationals like Shell Oil has 
beeen very successful. Few arrests 
have occured despite the numerous 
illegal actions that are carried out. In 
this context the actions of these self- 
professed vanguards are achieving 
nothing but the distraction of the 
movement in dealing with them instead 
of their wider enemy, the corporations, 
police and state. (Frontline Info) 

The lesson we take from this is 
that it is always important to be critical 
and think about what we do and what 
effect our actions have, but criticism 
must be constructive and helpful, not a 
destructive distraction from the real 
task at hand, which can’t wait. 


Police and Squatters in the Streets 


(COPENHAGEN) A mild winter 
indicates a hot spring or so they say; 
and the police and squatters 
anticipated the heat when they clashed 
in an almost civil war situation in 
Copenhagen on the 16th of January. 

In the morning a group of squatters 
occupied an empty building, and 
almost immediately the police 
requested and got the owners 
permission to raid the house. 11 
squatters were arrested. In the 
meantime approximately 400 
policemen formed cordons across the 
streets leading to the adjoining two 
squatters’ strongholds, the houses: 


Mekanisk Musikmuseum and Sorte 
Hest, to prevent assistance to the 
new squat and to practise neutra¬ 
lization of “hostile public crowds”. 
Students from the police training 
center were called out to take part. 

The squatters — fearing that the 
police would improve the occasion to 
raid not only the new squat but also 
the two strongholds — formed a 
qualified oppostion using bricks, 
paving stones, molotovs, paint- 
bombs, catapults etc. to keep the 
police at a distance. At times it was a 
truncheon-fight, person to person 
when squatters repeled the police 


cordons. 5 policemen had to be 
hospitalized, not seriously though. 

When the new squat was evic-ted 
and made uninhabitable'the cops left 
the scene after 4 hours of battle.(News 
From Denmark, Spring ’89) 

The real criminals in this situation, 
are the politicians and the authorities 
who leave it entirely to the police to 
solve the problems of the housing 
shortage, and who defend a system 
like ours in Toronto where it is illegal to 
occupy empty, derelici houses and 
legal for speculators to make huge 
profits by keeping houses empty and 
rents high. Anarchist Black Cross Denmark 
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News from Poland 


University students in Poland have 
gained some victories through their 
fall boycott of their (mandatory) 
military, Russian and socialist political 
economy lessons. 

In Warsaw the university has made 
concessions around the issue of 
military training. Now wimmin are no 
longer required to take these exams, 
instructors are not allowed to question 
students during the lessons and 
students can spread these classes 
over two years. 


ME D I A 



Next year, military exams will be 
abolished for everyone, time spent in 
the class will be diminished to 
approximately six hours per week, 
there will be no political pro¬ 
communist lessons and men in the 
special health category enabling 
them to avoid military service and 
wimmin, will have purely theoretical 
lessons, with no actual contact with 
weapons. 

Although the students’ goal of 
abolishing the lessons hasn’t been 


WATG 


MERGER MEGALOMANIA: Canada’s entry into “free trade” has placed our 
corporations in the merger mainstream; they feel compelled to enter global 
markets by merging into megacompanies. This usually means control by a 
senior US partner, higher prices and fewer jobs. Already 600 inter-national 
megafirms produce 5% of everything made in the world’s market economies, 
emply 3% of the world’s workforce and account for a majority of exports (Report 
on Business 20/1 /89). And there is no end in sight. Unless we quickly learn how 
to supply our needs at the local level, we will be at the complete mercy of these 
megacorporations for the necessities of life. On a similar note, a boycott of 
Molsons and Carling Beers may be called to hit them for the estimated 1300 
layoffs due to their new merger. Drinking from smaller local breweries will help 
and tastes better anyways. 

SCIENCE KNOWS ALL: A U.S. Government research team has found “no 
statistically significant evidence of an over-all increase in annual temperature 
or change in annual precipitation” between 1895 and 1987 (Toronto Star 4/1/ 
89/ p. A11). Since anyone over the age of ten can tell that it’s getting warmer 
each year, perhaps future government research should be conducted by ten- 
year-olds instead of government-paid scientists. 

HISTORICAL REVISIONISM: The Toronto Star editorializes that “Traditionally, 
Canadian governments have served the people as a counterweight to the 
power of money, inside and outside this country” (28/1/89 pD) and goes on to 
argue that Mulroney has broken this tradition. Who does the Star think it’s 
kidding? In turning what’s left of Canada over to the USA, Mulroney is merely 
completing a process which his Liberal predecessors have carried out through¬ 
out our century. Although the Star has run a number of commendable social ex¬ 
poses during the last few years, we must never forget that its main priority is to 
return the Liberals to office, sothey can plunder Canada instead of the Tories. 


achieved, they have made significant 
steps towards that end, and talks 
between students and authorities 
continue. A lot depends on the strength 
and unity of the students, as each 
university has its own policy. Hopefully 
the successes in Warsaw and Krakow 
will inspire less organized students to 
confront their administrations, (from a 
Polish cor-respondent) 

Although the boycott has also ended 
in Gdansk, a group of 70 wimmin have 
independently decided to continue. 
They are protesting within their military 
classes by refusing to take notes or 
answer questions. This autonomous 
action by wimmin is very important in a 
country where few wimmin are involved 
in radical politics and organizations are 
overwhelmingly dominated by men. 
(The Torch 1/15/89 p.12) 


Check This Out! 


Ecomedia is an international au¬ 
tonomous wire service which reports 
on action and news from an activist/ 
anarchist perspective. It is an alter¬ 
native to the regular media which 
ignore relevant actions and ideas. 

Ecomedia Toronto Bul- 
ietinpublishes every two weeks, 
ands is distributed free locally from 
places around the city. Subs, are now 
$15 for a year (26 issues) and you’ll 
receive a package every 2 issues (to 
save mailing costs). Donations are 
always welcome. 

We also do two radio shows, both 
of which have changed times now. 
Ecomedia can be heard on CKLN 
88.1 FM every Wednesday between 
7 and 8pm on the “Word of Mouth” 
show, and “Desire Armed”, our other 
show, can be heard weekly on CIUT 
89.5 FM on Fridays from 11:05 to 
11:30am. 












